Postvaricella encephalitis.
A 9-year-old boy with varicella had an encephalitis with an unusually long and fluctuating course. Improvement in his deteriorating clinical condition coincided with the initiation of corticotropin therapy and the child recovered completely. Computed tomographic scan of the brain initially showed extensive areas of low absorption in white matter compatible with demyelination, which later resolved. These findings suggest that the pathologic changes of postvaricella encephalitis may be associated with a reversible demyelinative process.